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surge of 700 new Ha- 

waii kidney dialysis 

patients a year is 

driving an increase 

in treatment facili- 
ties statewide. 

The state’s two dialysis opera- 
tors, Liberty Dialysis and U.S. Re- 
nal Care, are planning to open as 
many as half a dozen new clinics 
annually over the next five years. 

Building the new clinics will 
help meet the increased demand, 
but not until the facilities are cer- 
tified by the state Department of 
Health and federal authorities, a 
process that can take up to three 
years. 

Without certification, the dialy- 
sis clinics can’t get reimbursed 
for treating Medicare and Medic- 
aid patients, which comprise as 
much as 85 percent of the dialy- 
sis population. 

“Because we have 168,000 Ha- 
waii residents with chronic kid- 
ney disease and every year 
Hawaii has 700 more dialysis pa- 
tients ... we have an urgency,” 
said state Rep. John Mizuno (D, 
Kalihi Valley), chairman of the 
House Health and Human Serv- 
ices Committee. “In Hawaii, we 
have such a high rate per capita 
of chronic kidney disease. 
There’s a great need to open dial- 
ysis clinics. The word is uncon- 
scionable.” 

The number of Hawaii patients 
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Dialysis clinics 
stalled waiting 
on certification 


Tivo companies plan to open as many as a half-dozen 
kidney facilities annually during the next five years 


who need kidney dialysis, a life- 
saving treatment that filters 
waste, excess fluid and toxins 
from the blood of patients with 
failing kidneys, grew to nearly 
4,000 from roughly 3,300 in 2014 
and 2,300 in 2006, according to 
the Western Pacific Renal Net- 
work. Diabetes and high blood 
pressure are the cause of kidney 
failure in more than 80 percent of 
people in Hawaii afflicted with 
the condition. 

The delays are causing pa- 
tients covered by Medicare, the 
government health insurance 
program for seniors, and Medic- 
aid, for low-income residents, to 
instead get treatments at emer- 
gency rooms, which cost three to 
four times more than a dialysis 
clinic, Mizuno said. 

“New clinics with new equip- 
ment needlessly stand idle, not 
being able to serve thousands of 
dialysis patients in Hawaii, while 
patients scurry to clinics located 
many miles away from their 
homes, sometimes from opposite 
sides of the island,” Mizuno said 
in a statement last week to mark 
the opening of a new Liberty Dial- 
ysis center in Mililani. “The state 
must expedite the review and cer- 
tification process to ensure our 
people are able to secure their 
lifesaving dialysis treatments.” 


Please see DIALYSIS, A8 


Because of a surge in 
patients and a shortage of 
dialysis clinics, Waialua 
resident Nestor Marcos’ 
dialysis treatments begin 
at 8:15 p.m. and end after 
midnight, at least three 
days a week. “Afterwards 
I’m tired. I feel weak,” 
said Marcos, who received 
treatment Friday at 
Liberty Dialysis Waipahu. 
“The worst part is I have 
to drive at night. ... I get 
home at about 1:30 a.m. 
It’s dangerous. Right now, 
no more choice.” 


In Hawaii, we have 
such a high rate 
per capita of 
chronic kidney 
disease. There’s a 
great need to open 
dialysis clinics. 
The word is 
unconscionable.” 
John Mizuno 
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Mark Dunkerley 


Finding your 
happy place 


When it comes to aging, “you have to work at 
keeping happy” and “never, ever give up” 
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Trump says the charges 
don’t show collusion 
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Lawmaker wants 
audit of airport 
hangar project 


By Kevin Dayton 


kdayton@staradvertiser.com 


Senate Transportation 
Chairwoman Lorraine Ino- 
uye wants lawmakers to or- 
der an audit of the over- 
budget, long-delayed con- 
struction of a new mainte- 
nance and cargo hangar for 
Hawaiian Airlines at Daniel 
K. Inouye International Air- 
port. 

Earlier this month Hawai- 
ian CEO Mark Dunkerley 
called for a state investiga- 
tion to determine how the 
badly needed hangar project 
was so badly botched, and 
Inouye said last week she 
wants the state auditor to 
scrutinize the job. 

Inouye said she plans to 
draft legislation ordering up 
the audit and possibly pro- 
viding extra funding to fi- 
nance the review. However, 
Inouye said the scope of the 
audit might be limited be- 
cause contractor DCK Pa- 
cific Construction LLC and 
the state are suing each 
other in connection with the 
project. 

Lawyers for the state gen- 
erally refuse to publicly re- 
lease information that could 
affect the outcome of any 
ongoing court case, and that 
restriction likely would limit 
the ability of any auditor to 
gather information about 
the project. 

The state signed a con- 
tract with DCK Pacific in 
2010 for $73.43 million to 
build the 280,000-square- 
foot hangar for Hawaiian, 
but work stalled on the proj- 
ect in 2015 after subcontrac- 
tors abandoned the project. 

The state Department of 
Transportation alleged it 
was paying general contrac- 
tor DCK, but DCK was not 
paying the subcontractors. 
Transportation officials 
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TILE <>WAREHOUSE, INC. 


STONE TILE, STONE SLABS, PORCELAIN TILE, POOL TILE, LATICRETE MATERIALS, GLASS TILE, MOSAICS, AND MORE 
CAMBRIA QUARTZ SLABS 


73-4076 Hulikoa Drive 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740 
(808) 329-8855 tel 
(808) 329-5585 fax 


2865 Koapaka Street 
Honolulu, HI 96819 
(808) 840-8855 tel 
(808) 840-8858 fax 


www.tilewarehousehawaii.com 
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